July 2026

Graceful Greetings

July 2026 WORSHIP SERVICES
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. 0 SR ¥ Worship Schedule: Worship Services are at 9:30am for the Summer.
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\ : Sunday, July 5— Pentecost 5 - Traditional
Sunday Morning Sunday, July 12—Pentecost 6 - Contemporary
Sunday, July 19—Pentecost 7 - Traditional
Sunday, July 26—Pentecost 5 - Contemporary

If you are unable to worship with us in person, our worship services can also be found on our website under
the “Worship” tab & on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.

L
The Church Office will be closed on Friday July 3rd, for the holiday. :I'OETAESE

Dear Grace Community,

We announce to you the upcoming retirement of Phyllis Conroy, our Parish
dministrator, at the end of August. For the past 25 years, Phyllis has very

" faithfully carried out her ministry, and through her many gifts she has been an
integral part of our shared faith and life in the Grace community. Phyllis has served during the long
tenures of Pastor Neff & Pastor Krais, and now myself. During this breadth of time she has supported
many ministries in very important ways. Phyllis has been the face and voice of welcome for our
church office, and she has kept our congregational operations running efficiently and smoothly
through many changes both joyful and more challenging in nature. While we are happy for Phyllis on
her well-deserved retirement, she will undoubtedly be greatly missed. Plans are underway to celebrate
Phyllis’ many gifts and meaningful contributions while serving as Grace’s Parish Administrator.
Please mark your calendars for a day of thanksgiving for Phyllis’ 25-years of shared ministry here at
Grace, as we wish her well in her retirement on Sunday, August 30, 2026, during our 9:30 worship
service. A time for fellowship will immediately follow worship. Stay tuned for more details to come!
Should you have any questions, please reach out to myself or to our Council President, Kurt Meyers.

Peace + Grace, Pastor Leah
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From the Rostered Ministers Desk: Faith and Civic Life

“The ELCA Churchwide Assembly 2025 has adopted a social statement on faith and civic life, the
relationship of religious organizations and political authority, and related matters, as called for by
the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.

Social statements are the ELCA’s primary documents to address significant social issues. They are
intended to aid reflection, shape conscience and set forth the ELCA’s teaching and policy on the
major social issues and questions of contemporary life. Social statements are developed by task
forces, using an established process of study and widespread participation across the church to
guide theological and moral deliberation.”

So begins the introduction to the ELCA’s new social statement on Faith and Civic Life. As
Christians, our faith impacts how we see the world & our place in it, how we vote, how we view
our fellow citizens, and how we view policy. We can’t fully separate the relation of our faith with
our political identity or the way we view political authority.

The intermixing of religion and politics has become a lightning rod, however, leading many to want
to keep the two separate. On one level it is a fine line the church has to walk: we can’t tell people
how to vote.

But the church is called to be a moral voice in the world and that sometimes means speaking to
what’s happening in the political sphere and speaking truth to power.

To help get a handle on how we as Lutherans can straddle that line between our faith and our life as
citizens, Pastor Leah and I will be leading a 6-week study on the Faith and Civic Life Social
Statement beginning in September. (It will be on Sundays between services in the parlor, but first
date TBT).

Please consider joining us. We are hoping for some lively and faith-filled discussion!

Deacon Allison

PrideFest Thanks! Thank you to all our volunteers who helped us for PrideFest - especially to
David Fritz for organizing.

Deacon Allison has a new email address. You can now reach her at deaconallison@gracerofo.org.
Please delete her old email from your contacts. Thanks!



YOUTH NEWS

G.R.A.C.E. Place programming will be every Sunday with 2 worship services
and is for preschool through 6th grade! Confirmation will have class every Sunday.

G.R.A.C.E. Place Programming is on break for the summer.

VBS July 12th—17th, 2026: Get ready for an ice-cold VBS, join our winter sports
event full of new challenges, friends and ways to learn that with God's help, we can
do more than we ever thought possible. Our Snowball Mountain Challenge is

"I can do all things through him who strengthens me."” Phillippians 4:13
VBS Registration link: https://gracelutheran.mycokesbury.com

We would love your help to make our Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS a success. Check out our
VBS wishlist: We will need all donations by July 8th, 2026.
VBS wishlist: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/4AEHGR6KFNZ29?ref =wl share

ELCA National Youth Gathering 2027!!! Calling all youth in 8th thru 12th grade. Come learn more
about the youth gathering on Sunday, July 19th after service in the Welcome Center or Wednesday
August 5th at 6:30pm in the Welcome Center. We are excited to see you there.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

[i Find us on: Grace Lutheran Youth Group
facebook.m “Like” us to see recent news & events

Check Out These Ways to Support Your Faith Journey

Bible Studies: Bible Study groups are taking a break from the summer. We will return
during the week of September 14th with a study of the book of Genesis. If you’ve been
considering taking part in our Bible Studies here at Grace, this would be a great time to
join us. Contact Deacon Allison at deaconallison@gracerofo.org with questions.

BIBIE
e/

Sunday morning Adult Faith Formation & Fellowship: Check with Richard Harshaw for details
on the summer meeting times for his group which meets in L04.
Judy Stryker’s book discussion group will break for the summer and return this fall.

Faith First: Last Wednesday of this Month. Faith First will continue to meet over the summer. This
month we will meet on Wednesday, July 29th. We’d love to have you join us at Main Street Café
at 8:30 am for great fellowship and conversation about faith.

Women of Grace — Save the Date! This year’s Women’s Retreat will again be at Temenos Retreat
Center in West Chester, on Sat., October 3rd. Details for registration will be coming this summer.

Faith & Civic Life Study: Beginning in September, Pastor Leah & Deacon Allison will be leading a
6-week study on the ELCA’s recent social statement on Faith & Civic Life. See the Rostered
Minister’s column for details. More info will be in upcoming announcements & August newsletter.




Caring Crafters Invite!

I recently saw on the news that there has been a resurgence in small
social activities such as book clubs, card clubs, Mahjong games. They
called it “Soft Social”.

Here at Grace Lutheran we already have a Soft Social group that meets every Wednesday in
the All Purpose Room from 10:00AM until 11:30AM. It’s called Caring Crafters.

We have been here for over 20 years. We have seen a decline in our numbers because of moves
either to other homes or heaven bound. We really could use you in preparing monthly cards to
send to our sick or the homebound, of Grace’s congregation or family of Grace members.

It is Soft Social because not much is expected. (And it is free!) Arrive at 10 on Wednesday
morning. Cards are already produced for you to color. We sit together, have conversation and
have a weekday connection with other members. If coloring cards is not your thing, bring your
own knitting or crocheting. There is plenty of room at our table.

We finish with prayer for our members, staff, country, for guidance and healing, and of course for
peace.

If you would like to continue having a soft social experience we go for lunch (You pay for your
own), at a local eatery. Please come! You are needed! You are welcome!

Any questions? Call Sue Perry 610-310-4915 Email:srperryl 9@me.com

Don’t forget these other important dates coming up:

\ /\,\POQTANT July 3rd - Church office closed for the Holiday
DATES VBS July 12th—17th, 6-8pm
= July 25th & 26th Our Missionary Stephen Deal will visit
A July 26th - Fellowship Pot Luck Brunch, after Worship

Looking Ahead—These are the current plans for Worship Services in August
All Services are 9:30am w
August 2—Traditional Worship f ’ ’
August 9—Contemporary Worship IDA
August 16—Traditional Worship/Healing Service-No Communion A I ”'r ,c.l_ “’, Y
August 23—Contemporary Worship g
SCHEDULE

August 30—Traditional Worship — A Creation Service of Lessons and Carols
with scripture, prayer and traditional hymns




JULY 2026 Worship Assistants

Thank you all for your service!

\f WORSHIP i
\| ASSISTANTS

All Sundays in June are one service at 9:30am | SCHEDULE

Trustee—Richard Harshaw

Altar Guild Team—Joe & Deb Kamertz

Counting Teams—7/5 Matzke/Harshaw 7/12 Meyers/Troiano 7/19 Brown/Henson
7/26 Moyer/Mahaney

Readers—7/5 Becky Fretz  7/12 Tammy Jordan 7/19 Marie James 7/26 Darrell Lewis

Children’s Sermon—7/5 Pastor Leah 7/12 Angela 7/19 Tina 7/26 Brenda

Tech Table—7/5 Jim 7/12 Dave 7/19 Rick 7/26 Dave

Communion Assistants—7/5 Kathy Reese ~ 7/12 No communion
7/19 Tina Meredith & Kathy Mills ~ 7/26 Gary & Celeste Peteritas

Ushers—7/5 R. Pennypacker & S. Firering 7/12 B. Meredith & M. Satryan
7/19 J. Stryker 7 G. Peak 7/26 C. Peteritas & T. Jordan

(Changes to this schedule may occur after printing; assistants should be alert for updates.)

Stay “connected” wherever you go! We’re all over social media!!

Website: www.gracelutheranroyersford.com Email: gracelutrn@verizon.net
YouTube Channel: gracelutheranroyersford Instagram search: grace.lutheran.royersford
Facebook search: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Twitter search: (@gracelutheran12

Email change reminder: Deacon Allison has a new email address. You can now
reach her at deaconallison@gracerofo.org.




JULY Prayer Focus

. Having humor in your life/International Joke Day

Our memory/ I Forgot Day

Equality for all/Civil Rights Act 1964

The brave men & women who fought for our freedom/Independence Day
Prayer of thankfulness for all we have

Love/ International Kissing Day

Pleasures of God’s world/Chocolate Day

Blueberries/National Blueberry Day

Participation of Christian activities/Anti-boredom Month

10. Summer picnics/Teddy Bear Picnic Day

11. All those who are suffering loneliness / Cheer Up the Lonely Day
12. Vision/Different Colored Eyes Day

13. Intelligence/ Embrace Your Geekiness Day

14. Sharks/Shark Awareness Day

15. Animals/Cow Appreciation Day

16. Giving hugs / Hug Week

17. Our uniqueness/Fingerprints first used as id in 1858

18. Floral beauty / Chrysanthemum Day

19. Memories/Ice Cream Soda Day

20. God’s creation of the moon/1st moonwalk, Neil Armstrong 1969
21. Enjoying God’s creation

22. Parents/National Parent’s Day

23. Those who feel forgotten by God

24. Cousins / Cousins’ Day

25. Those who lack hope

26. Finding a happy medium/All or Nothing day

27. Korean War veterans/Korean War Veterans’ Armistice Day 1953
28. Accountants at Grace/Accountants’ Day

29. God’s creation/International Tiger Day

30. Our fathers-in-law/Father-in-law Day

31. Inventors/First us patent 1790
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Reverend Leah Woehr-Grande, Pastor cec000000000000000 0
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Deacon Allison Wilcox o DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST 2026 ®
Located at 6th Avenue & Main Street ®  |SSUE OF GRACEFUL GREETINGS °
594 Church Street - 1stFl. (Office & Mailing) IS Wednesday, July 15th :
Rovyersford, PA 19468 ! °

[ ]
Church Office: 610.948.3684 0000000000000 000000

Fax: 610.948.3304
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