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Graceful Greetings

September 2026 WORSHIP SERVICES
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Sunday Morning Sept. 13 Begin Fall Schedule: Worship Services at 8:15 & 10:30am
with Faith Formation at 9:15am

Sept. 6—Last One Service Summer Sunday at 9:30am

September 13—38:15am Traditional & 10:30am Contemporary
9:30am Faith Formation & G.R.A.C.E. Place
September 20—2 Healing Services—No Communion
9:30am Faith Formation & G.R.A.C.E. Place
September 27—2 services with 9:30am Faith Formation & G.R.A.C.E. Place

If you are unable to worship with us in person, our worship services can also be found on our website under
the “Worship” tab & on our Facebook page or YouTube channel.

W‘ 4 The Church Office will be closed on Monday S
y September 7th,
L__A‘_B@\Ii for the Labor Day Holiday!

Fall Worship Schedule - We will return to two services on Sept. 13th.
8:15am Traditional Worship
9:15am Adult Faith Formation

9:30AM G.R.A.C.E. Place programming for preschool - 6th grade!
10:30am Informal Worship
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Welcome! After a diligent search process and with Council approval,
we are very pleased to introduce Kate Ligouri as our new Parish
Administrator! Kate brings to her role meaningful experience from
two prior parish settings, excellent administrative and people skills,
and a warm, friendly personality. Please be sure to introduce yourself
to Kate and welcome her to Grace the next time you stop by the

% Q‘, ? \ /"\‘ % - church office. Welcome, Kate, we are so glad that you are joining our

staff and community here at Grace!
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From the Rostered Ministers: Adult Formation Opportunities E g F
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Two Adult formation opportunities begin the second week of September.

Beginning on September 13", Pastor Leah and Deacon Allison will lead the six-week forum on
Faith & Civic Life that was first mentioned in the July newsletter. It will focus on how we as
Lutherans can straddle the line between our faith and our life as citizens.

Our faith impacts how we see the world & our place in it, how we vote, how we view our fellow
citizens, and how we view policy. We can’t fully separate the relation of our faith with our political
identity or the way we view political authority. The intermixing of religion and politics has become a
lightning rod, however, leading many to want to keep the two separate. On one level it is a fine line
the church has to walk: we can’t tell people how to vote. But the church is called to be a moral voice
in the world and that sometimes means speaking to what’s happening in the political sphere and
speaking truth to power.

In addition, the followmg Monday the 14™ and Thursday the 17", Adult Bible Study will begin
again. We’ll be going back to the beginning — The Book of Genesis. If you’ve never Jomed our
Bible Study groups, this is a great way to dive in. We have lively discussions and no experience is
necessary!

In addition, don’t forget that both Judy Stryker and Richard Harshaw lead discussions on Sunday
mornings as well. See details in this newsletter for more information for all of these under “Ways to
Support Your Faith Journey.”

+ Peace, Deacon Allison

Email change reminder: Deacon Allison has a new email address. You can now reach
her at deaconallison@gracerofo.org.

Special Note from Council President—Kurt Meyers

On August 9, 2026 at our special Congregational Meeting, we voted to make
modifications to our sanctuary roof to reduce the likelihood of recurrent damage to
our church from the freeze-thaw cycles of snow and ice.

The cost of this repair is just short of $40,000. While we have sufficient
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RAISE THE ROOF
funds to cover this cost, and to limit the effect on our savings, we are asking members to consider
additional contributions to help with this project. Matching funds up to $5,000 are available so that

every dollar contributed will be doubled in value. Prayerfully consider how you might help. Thank
you for your support.

‘f‘vlce of Healinﬁ

Wholeness

Wednesday, September 9th at 6:30 pm. We hope you will join us for |
this quiet, contemplative service of anointing. i K

Grace will once again have a Service of Healing & Wholeness on



YOUTH NEWS

Get ready - G.R.A.C.E. Place returns Sunday, September 13th with Rally Day!
Come celebrate the start of the new year in the Welcome Center, reconnect with friends & leaders.
Programming is offered for children in preschool through 6th grade.

September G.R.A.C.E. Place schedule:

September 13th, 2026 - Rally Day

September 20th, 2026 - Parables of Jesus

September 27th, 2026 - Parables of the Mustard Seed

Please register your child for G.R.A.C.E. Place online at:
www.gracelutheranroyersford.com/registration.

Stay tuned for more details on Confirmation and High School classes as the new year approaches.

ELCA Youth Gathering 2027!! Calling all youth in 8th-12th grade, if you missed the information
it’s ok. Please reach out to Julie Boyer or Pastor Leah for information. If your Youth would like to
register, send a non-refundable registration fee of $175, payable to Grace Lutheran Church
and memo "Youth Gathering'", by September 6th.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

n Find us on: Grace Lutheran Youth Group
facebook@ “Like” us to see recent news & events

CQM|MJ UN J ITY This year, Grace is again participating in Royersford Community Day, on
) Sept. 12th. This is a fun event where we invite members of the community to
pack bags that we will deliver locally. Our main project will be to provide bags
y ' for Southeastern Veteran's Center. If you would like to support this event, we

‘l 'will be collecting donations through August 30th, on the table at the 6th Avenue
entrance. The most wished for items are below and we have pr0V1ded a link to an Amazon registry if
you prefer to shop online. Monetary donations should clearly note "community day" on the envelope
or memo line. Please feel free to reach out to Angela Feist or Diane Harshaw with questions and stay
tuned for a sign up in the near future if you would like to volunteer your time on the day of the
event! Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Wish List: Pens, Small notepads, Adult coloring books, Small flashlights, Tiny tissue packs, Small
peppermint patties or Hershey chocolates, Small chocolate chip cookies, Tastykake packs &
Regular or diabetic socks (need regular and XL sizes). Amazon Registry: https://www.amazon.com/
registries/gl/guest-view/2TSS4KF1A11VF?ref =cm_sw_r_apin_ggr-subnav-
share YZG79128P9YZHSYPS5R8R&language=en-US

6//4 Save the Date for a Lorraine's Hearing Fund Fundraiser--this fund provides
w \\“ financial assistance to individuals diagnosed with a hearing impairment.
@/\m\\ﬁ\s WHEN: Thursday, October 22,2026 HOURS: 10 am - 9 pm

Q,@sf WHERE: Giovani's Pizza & Restaurant, 466 Main Street, Royersford, PA

Why cook when you can have lunch, a date night, or a meal out with family and
friends. Have someone else cook & clean up while helping to raise money for a great cause.
A portion of the day's proceeds will be donated to LHF.
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| Women of Grace — Registration is Open for the Retreat

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
in Chester Springs and will be on Saturday, October 3rd. The cost this
} year is $25, to cover supplies and location fees (lunch will be provided).
L Please let Deacon Allison know if the cost is prohibitive for you.

The retreat will last from 9am to (no later than) Spm. The topic this
year is: “Teach us to Pray: Discovering Creative Spirituality.” Prayer is something we probably do
every day. Some of us struggle with how to do it, and some of us don’t like to pray out loud. During
this day together we’ll talk about and practice many different & creative ways to experience presence
with God. There is no wrong way to pray!

Also, down the street from St. Matthew’s is a great spot for dinner, Ludwig’s Inn. If you are
interested in extending our time by having dinner together afterwards, let Deacon Allison know when
you register through Sign-up Genius (or contact her at deaconallison@gracerofo.org).

Here is the link to register. Please do so before 9/27 (9/20 if you plan on joining for dinner after
the retreat). If you are unable to register through the site, let Deacon Allison know and she’ll make
sure you are signed up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054DADA82AA6F85-64728834-grace

Check Out These Ways to Support Your Faith Journey

Bible Studies:
Bible Study groups will return during the week of Sept. 14th with a study of the l B'.E
book of Genesis. There are two opportunities to join. On Monday evenings at 7 pm

we meet on Microsoft Teams. And we gather on Thursday mornings at 9:30 am (note =
the time change). Both groups discuss the same information. Contact Deacon Allison \
at deaconallison@gracerofo.org with questions or a link to Monday’s meeting.

e

Sunday morning Adult Faith Formation & Fellowship:

* Judy Stryker’s book discussion group will return this fall in the parlor (LOS5) following the Faith
and Civic Life Study (10/25).

* Richard Harshaw’s group starts up again on Sunday, September 13th in the Choir Room (L04) at
9:15am for topical conversations on faith & life, and for a time of fellowship. Check with Richard
for details.

Faith First: Last Wednesday of this Month. This month we will meet on Wed., September 30th.
(please note this is the 5th Wednesday of the month). We’d love to have you join us at Main Street
Caf¢ at 8:30 am for great fellowship and conversation about faith.

Faith & Civic Life Study: Beginning on September 13th, Pastor Leah and Deacon Allison will
be leading a 6-week study on the ELCA’s recent social statement on Faith & Civic Life. We will
meet in the Parlor (L05) from 9/13—10/18 at approximately 9:25, and go until approximately 10:10
(times may vary depending on worship length). See Rostered Minister column for content details.
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September— 2026 Worship Assistants
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Thank you all for your service! | AssisTANTS |}

Sept. 6—Last One Service Sunday at 9:30am | SCHEDULE |

Sept. 13 Begin Fall Schedule: Worship Services at 8:15 & 10:30am
with Faith Formation at 9:15am

Trustee—Joe Kamertz Altar Guild Team—McGarry, Thomson & Brown

Counting Teams—9/6 Moyer/Mahaney 9/13 Petel/Ibach  9/20 Shiley/Fritz
9/27 Matzke/Harshaw

Readers—9/6 Mark Rehrer 9/13 - 8:15 B. Fretz 10:30 M. Satryan
9/20 - 8:15 M. James 10:30 M. Alloway 9/27 - 8:15 B. Matzke 10:30 C. Butler

Children’s Sermon—9/6 Brenda 9/13 -10:30 Darrell 9/20 - 10:30 TBD
9/27 - 10:30 Tina

Tech Table—9/6 Dave 9/13 - 8:15 Jackie 10:30 Rick 9/20 - 8:15 Paul 10:30 Jim
9/27 - 8:15 TBD 10:30 TBD

Communion Assistants— 9/6 Z. Miller

9/13 - 8:15 K. Reese 10:30 K. Brown, C. Ferguson , D. Fritz & B. Johnson
9/20 - No Communion—Healing Service

9/27 - 8:15 G. Peak 10:30 D. Lewis, T. Meredith, K. Mills & K. Petel

Ushers—9/6 B. & S. Matzke

9/13 - 8:15 R. Harshaw & S. Firering 10:30 D. Murphy & M. Johnson
9/20 - 8:15 K. Meyers & R. Pennypacker  10:30 C. Ferguson & G. Straface
9/27 - 8:15 G. Peak & J. Stryker 10:30 M. & M. Satryan

(Changes to this schedule may occur after printing; assistants should be alert for updates.)

Don’t forget these important dates coming up:

IMPORTANT 9/9 Special Healing Service at 6:30pm
DATES 9/12 Royersford Community Day

9/13 Begin Fall Worship with 2 Services and Faith & Civic Life Study
9/14 & 9/17 Deacon’s Bible Study Groups on Genesis Begin
9/30 Faith First at 8:30am at Main Street Café
10/1 GLC at Project Outreach Food Pantry

—_—

Stay “connected” wherever you go! We’re all over social media!!

Website: www.gracelutheranroyersford.com Email: gracelutrn@verizon.net
YouTube Channel: gracelutheranroyersford Instagram search: grace.lutheran.royersford
Facebook search: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Twitter search: (@gracelutheran12




SEPTEMBER Prayer Focus

: Beautiful music [Classical Music Month]

: God’s guidance in self-discovery (International Self Awareness Month)

. Architects [Skyscraper Day]

: Newspaper Carrier Day

: Marriages [Marriage Health Month]

: Books (Read A Book Day)

: All those who labor [Labor Day]

: People who are struggling with reading. [International Literacy Day]

: Good health [Healthy Aging Month]

0: All who suffer from depression. [Suicide Prevention Week]

1: Patriot Day: The families of 2,793 victims of September 2001 terrorist attacks
[911RemembranceDay]

12: National Day of Encouragement: Safe and happy day!

13: Positive thinking! [Positive Thinking Day]

14: Patriotism [Star Spangled Banner was written in 1814]

15: Single people [National Singles’ Week]

16: All families [National Stepfamily Day]

17: American citizens [Citizenship Day/Constitution Day]

18: Air Force Service Members [US Air Force established in 1947]

19: Move to music in prayer [National dance Day]

20: Best friends [National Women’s Friendship Day]

21: Peace [International Day of Peace]

22: A new season [First day of Autumn]

23: Hearing impaired/ International Day of Sign Languages

24: New commitments (Self Improvement Month)

25: Our daughters [National Daughters Day]

26: Apples [Johnny Appleseed Day: Born 1774 in Boston was Jonathan Chapman]

27: Family physical activity [Family Health and Fitness Day]

28: Good neighbors [National Good Neighbor Day]

29: Coffee [National Coffee Day]

30: Healthy Eating [Cholesterol Education Month]
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Reverend Leah Woehr-Grande, Pastor
Deacon Allison Wilcox

Located at 6th Avenue & Main Street

594 Church Street - 1stFl. (Office & Mailing)
Royersford, PA 19468

Church Office: 610.948.3684

Fax: 610.948.3304
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DEADLINE FOR THE October 2026

ISSUE OF GRACEFUL GREETINGS
IS Tuesday, September 15th
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